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and the ftriae, which commence the infidej pafs over 
the ridge, and are continued to the edges. 

I am indebted to the fame place for the Xllth 

Fig. 

The cup-like cavity in this is pretty deep, and ra- 
diated ^ with deep ftrig^ : and the ifides are marked 
v/ith very diftinft ridges running lengthways, tho' 
fometimes interrupted by circular furrows. 



LXXL An Account of Inoculation by Sir 
HansSloane, Bart, given to Mr. Ranby, to 
bepubUfhedj Anno 1736. Communicated 
by Thomas Birchj 2). 2). Secret. R. S. 

Read Feb. 19, TT Had heard by feveral reports from 
^^^ JL China and Guinea, , but efpecially 

from Turkey, of the inoculation (as it is called) of 
the fmall-p jx ; and took an opportunity, when the 
late Dr. William Sherrard was conful of the Englifh 
Nation at Smyrna, to defire the favour of him, it being 
an operation never pradifed in thefe parts, nor by fome 
phyficians thought prafticable, to inform me of the truth 
and fuccefs of it. In anfwer to which he told me, 
that the conful from Venice reiiding there, a phyii- 
cian, Dr. Pylarini, had taken particular notice of that 
pradice, and had promifed to fatisfy me about it ; 
which he did by a letter, which was printed in the 
Philofoph. TranfaSi. in 1 716, and I believe at Venice. 
This notice lay aideep till the hon. Mr. Wortely 
Montague, who being ambaflador from England at 
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the port, and the lady Maryhad inoculated their (on 
at Conftantinople, and wrote about this pradtice, and 
the advantages of it, to the court and their acquaint- 
tance here, and , afterwards brought into England 
their inoculated fon, in perfed health. 

The princefs Anne, now princefs royal of Orange, 
falling ill of the fmall-pox in fuch a dangerous way 
that I very much feared her life, the late queenCa- 
roline, when princefs of Wales, to fecure her other 
children, and for the common good, begged the 
lives of fix condemned criminals, who had not had 
the fmall-pox, in order to try the experiment of ino- 
culation upon them. But Mr. Maitland, who had 
inoculated at Conftantinople, declining for fome rea- 
fons to perform the operation, left it Should be loft, 
I wrote to Dr. Terry at Endfield, who had pradifed 
phyfic in Turky, to know his opinion and obferva- 
tions about it j who returned me this anfwer, that 
he had {ten the pradice there by the Greeks encou- 
raged by their patriarchs ; and that not one in eight 
hundred had died of that operation. Upon my fpeak- 
ing to Mr. Maitland, he undertook the operation, 
which fucceeded in all but one, who had the mat- 
ter of the fmall-pox put up her nofe, which pro- 
duced no diftemper, but gave great uneafmefs to the 
poor woman. After their recovery, in order to ob- 
viate the objedlion made by the enemies of this prac- 
tice, that the diftemper produced by it was only the 
chicken-pox, fwine-pox, or petite verole volagere^ 
which did not fecure perfons againft having the true 
fmall-pox. Dr. Steigeitahl, phyfic'an to the late king, 
and I, joined our purfes to pay one of thofe, who had it 
by inoculation in Newgate, who wasfent to Hertford, 
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where the difeafe in the natural way was epidemical 
and very mortal, and where this perfon nurfed and 
lay in bed with one, who had it, without receiving 
any new infed:ion. 

To make a further tryal, the late queen Caroh'ne 
procured half a dozen of the charity-children belong- 
ing to St, James's pariih, who were inoculated, and 
all of them, except one (who had had the fmall- 
pox before, tho' fhe pretended not, for the fake of 
the reward) went thro' it with the fymptoms of a 
favourable kind of that diftemper. 

Upon thefe tryals, and feveral other in private fa- 
milies, tjie late queen, thenprincefs of Wales, (who 
with the king always took moft extraordinary, exem- 
plary, prudent and wife care of the health and edu- 
cation of their children) fent for me to aik my opi- 
nion of the inoculation of the princefles. I told her 
royal highnefs, that by what appeared in the feveral 
eiTays, it feemed to be a method to fecure people 
from the great dangers attending that diftemper in 
the natural way. That the preparations by diet, 
and neceflary precautions taken, made that pradlicq 
very defirable ; but that not being certain of the con- 
fequences, which might happen, I would not per- 
fuade nor advife the making trials upon patients of 
fuch importance to the public. The princefs then 
aiked me, if I would difluade her from it : to which 
1 made anfwer, that I would not, in a matter fo likely 
to be of fuch advantage. Her reply was, that fhe 
was then refolved it fliould be done, and ordered me 
to go to the late king George the firft, who had 
commanded me to wait on him upon that occafion.. 
I told his majefty my opinion, that it was impoffible 

to 
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to be certain but that raifing fuch a commotion in 
the blood, there might happen dangerous accidents 
notforefeen: To which he replie i, that fuch might 
and had happened to perfons, who had loft their lives 
by bleeding in a pleurify, and taking phyfic in any 
diftemper, let never £o much care be taken. I told 
his majefty I thought this to be the fame cafe, and 
the matter was concluded upon, and fucceeded as 
ufual, without any danger during the operation, or 
the leaft ill fymptom or diforder fince. 

I have been confulted with upon the like occaiion 
by many, and have been of opinion, that fince it is 
reckoned, that fcarce one in a thoufand mifles having 
it fome time in their life, the fooner it is given them 
the better, notwithftanding the heat of fummer, or 
cold of winter I the danger being greater from falling 
into the diftemper naturally, than from the heat or 
cold of either. 

What I have obferved, which I think material, is 
not to inoculate fuch, as have any breakings out on 
their faces, foon after the meafles, or any .other oc- 
cafion, whereby the fmall-pox were likely to be in- 
vited, and come in the face in greater number, and 
fo make the diftemper more dangerous. Bleeding 
in plethora's, or gentle clearing of the ftomach 
and inteftines, are neceflary^ and abftinence from any 
thing heating, about a week before : and nothing 
elfe needful by way of preparation ; and very little 
phyfic during the courfe of it, unlefs accidents hap- 
pen. 

The operation is performed by making a very flight 
(hallow incifion in the {km of the arms about an inch 
iongi but great care fhould be had in making the 
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incifion, not to go thro' the fkin ; for in that cafe I 
have feen it attended with very troublefome confe- 
quences afterwards. After the incifions are made^ 
a doffil dipped in the ripe matter of a favourable 
kind of fmall~pox, produced naturally, or by inocu- 
lation, is put into the wound^ covered by a diapalma 
plaifter for twenty- four hours, and then removed, &c. 
I have known in fcarcity of good matter in London, 
that it has been brought from Seven-oaks in Kent, 
and applied with good fuccefs. 

Of above two hundred, that I have advifed before 
the operation, and looked after during it and its con- 
fequences, but one has mifcarried, a fon of the duke 
of Bridgewater, (in whofe family this diftemper had 
been fatal) where the eruption of the fmall-pox was 
defperate, notwithftanding it was perfediy fafe in 
his filler, who had undergone the fame preparations, 
and was inoculated the fame day, and with the fame 
matter ufed for her brother. 

Upon the whole it is wonderful, that this opera-- 
tion, which feems fd plainly for the public good, 
ihould, through dread of other diftempers being incul- 
cated with it, and other unreafonable prejudices, be 
H:opped from procuring it. 

One thing I have obferved, that though the per- 
Tons inoculated were advanced in years, it was equally 
luccefsful as in younger perfons. 






